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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1.3,4,6,8,9,11,13 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (AAPA) as disclosed on pages 2-4 of 

the instant application in view of Walbeck et al. Regarding claim 1 , AAPA discloses in 

figs, la and 1b a network device, comprising, a housing 12, circuitry within the housing 

for operating as a router (via WAN port 32) to direct a communication of information 

between any of first, second and third communication devices via a wireless medium, 

wherein the circuitry includes a first connection, a second connection and a power 

connection, a group of electrical prongs 16, for insertion into at least one primary 

receptacle of the alternating current power source, wherein at least a portion of the 

group of electrical prongs is connected to the power connection. AAPA does not 

disclose the group of electrical prongs 16 being mounted to the housing and 

mechanically supporting at least a portion of the housing's weight when the group of 

electrical prongs is so inserted, nor a first and second extension receptacles 207, 

mounted to the housing and connected to the group of electrical prongs. However, 

Walbeck et al. discloses a network adapter 300 having electrical prongs 302,303 being 

mounted to the housing and mechanically supporting at least a portion of the housing's 
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weight and first and second extension receptacles 207,307 into wliich a first plug of a 
first extension device is insertable. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill to modify the device of AAPA by including a group of electrical prongs 
mounted to the housing and mechanically supporting at least a portion of the housing's 
weight and first and second extension receptacles for an outlet adapter as taught by 
Walbeck et al. 

Regarding claims 3 and 6, AAPA is silent regarding the circuitry comprising a 
surge protection module. However, Walbeck et al. discloses a surge protection module 
(see col. 7, lines 38-40 and col. 8, lines 23-24). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill to modify the device of AAPA by including a surge protection 
module as taught by Walbeck et al. to protect the device from power surges. 

Regarding claim 4, Walbeck et al. includes first and second electrical prongs 
302, 303. 

Regarding claim 8, the connections of Walbeck et al. achieve redundancy for 
fault-tolerant operation of the communication of information between the communication 
devices (see col. 6, lines 5-65). 

Regarding claim 11 , the circuitry of Walbeck et al. is mounted to the housing and 
the group of electrical prongs is mounted to the housing by mounting to the circuitry 
(col. 5, lines 57-64). 

Regarding claim 13, Walbeck etal. discloses a primary receptacle 201 having a 
connector type, and wherein the first extension receptacle has the connector type. 
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Regarding claims 9 and 40, AAPA discloses a device having circuitry (for 
switches 34) for selecting a manner of communications. 

Claims 2 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
AAPA and Walbeck et al. as described in claim 1 above, and further in view of Vora 
5,719.450. Neither AAPA nor Walbeck et al. disclose the circuitry having a power 
conditioner. However, Vora discloses circuitry having a power conditioner 13. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to modify the circuitry of the device of 
Walbeck et al. by including a power conditioner to condition the power as taught by 
Vora. 

Claims 7 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
AAPA and Walbeck et al. as described in claims 1 and 9 above, and further in view of 
Nilssen 4,712,019. AAPA and Walbeck et al. disclose the invention substantially as 
claimed. Neither AAPA nor Walbeck et al. do not disclose the circuitry being remotely 
controllable by the communication device. However, Nilssen disclose a device a,b 
having circuitry being remotely controllable by the communication device RCM. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to modify the device of AAPA by having the 
circuitry be remotely controllable by the communication device as taught by Nilssen for 
remote controllability. 

Claims 14-16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over AAPA and Walbeck et al. as described in claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Candeloro 6,045,374. AAPA and Walbeck et al. disclose the invention substantially as 
claimed. Walbeck et al. discloses the primary receptacle 201 being mounted within a 
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wall and is exposed to an outer surface of the wall. Neither AAPA nor Walbeck et al. 
disclose a screw structure for securing the housing to the wall when the group of 
electrical prongs is inserted. However, Candeloro discloses a device housing 322 
comprising a screw structure 217. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to 
modify the device housing of AAPA by adding a screw structure for securing/locking the 
housing to the wall as taught by Candeloro. 

Claims 24, 27 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Walbeck et al. in view of Nilssen 4,712,019. Walbeck et al. disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed. Walbeck et al. do not disclose the circuitry being remotely 
controllable by the communication device. However, Nilssen disclose a device a,b 
having circuitry being remotely controllable by the communication device RCM. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to modify the device of Walbeck et al. by 
having the circuitry be remotely controllable by the communication device as taught by 
Nilssen for remote controllability. 

Claims 31-33, 35, 43-45 and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Walbeck et al. in view of Candeloro 6.045,374. Walbeck et al. 
disclose the invention substantially as claimed. Walbeck et al. discloses the primary 
receptacle 201 being mounted within a wall (not shown) and being exposed to an 
outer surface of the wall. Walbeck.et al. does not disclose a screw structure for securing 
the housing to the wall when the group of electrical prongs is inserted. However. 
Candeloro discloses a device housing 322 comprising a screw structure 21 7. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to modify the device housing of Walbeck et 
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al. by adding a screw structure for securing/locking the liousing to the wall as taught by 
Candeloro. 

Regarding claim 35, the Ostructure is for securing the housing to the wall by 
securing the housing to the receptacle. 

Claim 41 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Walbeck 
et al. and AAPA as described in claim 1 above, and further in view of Nilssen 
4,712,019. Walbeck et al. and AAPA disclose the invention substantially as claimed. 
Neither AAPA nor Walbeck et al. disclose the circuitry being remotely controllable by 
the communication device. However, Nilssen disclose a device a,b having circuitry 
being remotely controllable by the communication device RCM. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill to modify the device of Walbeck et al. by having the 
circuitry be remotely controllable by the communication device as taught by Nilssen for 
remote controllability. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Walbeck 
et al., AAPA and Candeloro as described in claim 16 above, and further in view of 
DeVries 6,519,208. Walbeck et al. , Candeloro and AAPA disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed. Neither AAPA, Candeloro nor Walbeck et al. disclose the 
locking device structure including a cover for selectively preventing access to the screw. 
However, DeVries disclose a locking device structure 10 including a cover 14 for 
selectively preventing access to the screw 42. Therefore it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill to make the locking device structure include a cover as taught by 
DeVries for protecting the screw. 
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Claims 34 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Walbeck et al., AAPA and Candeloro as described in claim 33 above, and further 
in view of DeVries 6,519,208. AAPA, Walbeck et al. and Candeloro disclose the 
invention substantially as claimed. Neither AAPA, Candeloro nor Walbeck et al. 
disclose the locking device structure including a cover for selectively preventing access 
to the screw. However, DeVries disclose a locking device structure 10 including a cover 
14 for selectively preventing access to the screw 42. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill to make the locking device structure include a cover as 
taught by DeVries for protecting the screw. 

Claims 19-21,23.25, 26,28-30,36,39,42 and 48 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Walbeck et al. 6,747,859 in view of AAPA. 

Regarding claim 19, Walbeck et al. disclose a network device 200, comprising a 
housing; a group of electrical prongs 202, mounted to the housing, for insertion into at 
least one primary receptacle 201 of the alternating current power source, and for 
mechanically supporting at least a portion of the housing's weight when the group of 
electrical prongs is so inserted, wherein at least a portion of the group of electrical 
prongs is connected to the power connection for connecting the circuitry to the 
alternating current power source via the power connection and the group of electrical 
prongs when the group of electrical prongs is so inserted; and an extension receptacle 
207, mounted to the housing and connected to the group of electrical prongs, into which 
a plug of an extension device is insertable, for connecting the extension device to the 
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alternating current power source via the plug and the group of electrical prongs when 
the plug and the group of electrical prongs are so inserted. 

Walbeck et al. does not disclose the circuitry within the housing operating as a 
router to direct a communication of information between any of first, second and third 
communication devices via a wireless medium. However, AAPA discloses in figs. 1a 
and 1b a network device, comprising, a housing 12, circuitry within the housing for 
operating as a router (via WAN port 32) to direct a communication of information 
between any of first, second and third communication devices via a wireless medium, 
wherein the circuitry includes a first connection, a second connection and a power 
connection. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to modify the network 
device of Walbeck et al. by providing circuitry within the housing for operating as a 
router to direct a communication of information between communication devices via a 
wireless medium as taught by AAPA. 

Claims 37.39,42,48-53,56 and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over AAPA in view of Walbeck et al. 6,747,859. Regarding claim 37, 
AAPA discloses in figs. 1a and lb a network device, comprising, a housing 12. circuitry 
(pages 2-4) within the housing for operating as a router (via WAN port 32) to direct a 
communication of information between any of first, second and third communication 
devices via a wireless medium, wherein the circuitry includes a first connection, a 
second connection and a power connection, a group of electrical prongs 16. for 
insertion into at least one primary receptacle of the alternating current power source, 
wherein at least a portion of the group of electrical prongs is connected to the power 
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connection. AAPA does not disclose the group of electrical prongs 16 being mounted to 
the housing and mechanically supporting at least a portion of the housing's weight when 
the group of electrical prongs is so inserted, nor a first and second extension 
receptacles 207, mounted to the housing and connected to the group of electrical 
prongs. However, Walbeck et al. discloses a network adapter 300 having electrical 
prongs 302,303 being mounted to the housing and mechanically supporting at least a 
portion of the housing's weight and first and second extension receptacles 207.307 
into which a first plug of a first extension device is insertable. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill to modify the device of AAPA by including a group 
of electrical prongs mounted to the housing and mechanically supporting at least a 
portion of the housing's weight and first and second extension receptacles for an outlet 
adapter as taught by Walbeck et al. 

Regarding claim 20, the extension device is a first extension device, wherein the 
plug is a first plug of the first extension device, and comprising: a second extension 
receptacle 307, mounted to the housing and connected to the group of electrical prongs, 
into which a second plug of a second extension device is insertable, for connecting the 
second extension device to the alternating current power source via the second plug 
and the group of electrical prongs when the second plug and the group of electrical 
prongs are so inserted. 

Regarding claim 21 , Walbeck et al. includes first and second electrical prongs 
302. 303. 
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Regarding claim 23, the circuitry of Walbeck et al. includes a surge protection 
module (see col. 7, lines 38-40 and col. 8, lines 23-24). 

Regarding claim 26, the circuitry of AAPA includes circuitry for selecting a 
manner of communicating the Information between the second connection and the 
second communication device (see page 2-4). 

Regarding claims 25 and 39, the connections of Walbeck et al. achieve 
redundancy for fault-tolerant operation of the communication of information between the 
communication devices (see col. 6, lines 5-65). 

Regarding claims 28 and 42, the circuitry is mounted to the housing and the 
group of electrical prongs is mounted to the housing by mounting to the circuitry (col. 5, 
lines 57-64), 

Regarding claim 29, the second communication device is the extension 
receptacle. 

Regarding claim 30, the primary receptacle (at 201 ) of Walbeck et al. has a 
connector type and the extension receptacle 207 has the same connector type. 

Regarding claims 36 and 48, the communication devices of AAPA are not shown 
but are external to the housing (page 2, lines 14-15). 

Regarding claims 49-51,53-56, AAPA discloses a parallel connection 28, an USB 
serial connection 30, an Ethernet connection 34, wide area network 32 and a the 
second could be connected to a print device. 

Regarding claim 52, the second connection of AAPA could be used for 
connecting to the second device via a second wire. 
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Regarding claim 58, Walbeck et al. disclose the receptacle (at 201) is a primary 
receptacle, and comprising: an extension receptacle 307, mounted to the housing and 
connected to the group of electrical prongs, into which a plug of an extension device is 
insertable, for connecting the extension device to the alternating current power source 
via the plug and the group of electrical prongs when the plug and the group of electrical 
prongs are so inserted. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed November 19,2004 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. In response to applicant's argument that neither AAPA nor 
Walbeck et al. disclose circuitry operating as a router. The Examiner disagrees AAPA 
discloses circuitry operating as a router (via WAN port 32). 

In response to applicant's argument that the examiner's conclusion of 
obviousness is based upon improper hindsight reasoning, it must be recognized that 
any judgment on obviousness is in a sense necessarily a reconstruction based upon 
hindsight reasoning. But so long as it takes into account only knowledge which was 
within the level of ordinary skill at the time the claimed invention was made, and does 
not include knowledge gleaned only from the applicant's disclosure, such a 
reconstruction is proper. See In re McLaughlin, 443 F.2d 1392, 170 USPQ 209 (CCPA 
1971). 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 19 and 37 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Briggitte R. Hammond whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2006. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. and Alternate 
Fridays from 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A Bradley can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext. 33. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). // 
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